~ Admission Policy of Doon ConventNS.

e :-]_sg;hooi Address Main St Doon, Co leenck V94 CV48

Ro!l number 14625T

School Patron/s. Archblshop of Cashel & Emly

1. Introduction

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 1998, the Education
{Admission to Schools) Act 2018, and the Equal Status Act 2000. In drafting this policy, the board of
management of the school has consulted with school staff, the school patron and with parents of
children attending the school.

The policy was approved by the school patron on 6™ March 2023. It is published on the school’s
website and will be made available in hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.

The relevant dates and timelines for Poon Convent N.S. admission process are set out in the school’s
annual admissicn notice which is published annually on the school’s website at least one week before
the commencement of the admission process for the school year concerned.

This policy must be read in conjunction with the annual admission notice for the schoof year
concerned.

The application form for admission is published on the school’s website and will be made avaitable in
hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.

2. Characteristic spirit and general objectives of the school

Doon Convent N S isa pnmary co educattonal Catholic school servmg a catchment area wnthm the
parlsh ofDoon (see appendlx L)l SR R - S

Doon Convent N. S |s under the patronage of the Cathollc Archbishop of Cashel & Emly It |s a
vertical ali~g:ris schoo] with boys up to 1“ Class provudlng prlmary educat:on for puplls :




i
:
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:
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'Convent N.S. shall uphold and be. accountable to the patron for, 50 upholdmg, the characterlstlc'.'

'Doon Convent N S operates under the Rules for Natlonal Schools and Department of Educatron

'practrces and tradltlon of the Roman Cathol;c Church as outlmed above Non- Cathohc puprls may'-

Catholic Ethos ln the context of a Catholrc prlrnary school means the ethos and character;stic spmt
of the Roman Cathol:c Church Wthl’l a;ms at promotlng, : : RN

i : '1' a)'The full and harmon:ous deve!opment of aIl aspects of the person of the puprl sncludmg
the mteilectual physncal cultural moral and splratual aspects and SRR

b) A lrvang relatronshlp wuth God and wrth other people and : Bl
: ) A phllosophy of Irfe msprred by bellef rn God and in the Ilfe, death and resurrectron of
5esus, and ' DR R TR RNRALS LR

3 d) The formatlon of the puplls |n the Catholrc falth

'And Wthh the school prov:des rellglous educatlon for the puplls in accordance wrth the doctrmes,'_{_
practlces and tradltlons of the: Roman Cathohc Church and/or such ethos and/or characterlst|c__':'
splnt as may be determmed or |nterpreted from tlme to tlme by the Irlsh Eprscopal Conference i

In accordance wrth S 15 (2) (b) of the Educat|on Act 1998 the Board of Management of Doon'

splrlt of the school as determlned by the cultura! educatlonal moral rellglous social, !mgurst;c and:
splrrtual values and tradltlons whrch mform and are characterlstrc of the ObjECth_ and conduct off-
the school : - SEut : -

Doon Convent N S 5 MISSIOI"I Statement Our school arms to prowde a happy, secure frrendiy,;‘
:Iearnlng envuronment where chlldren, parents teachers support staff and: Board of Management:;
work in partnershrp, where each mdrvrdual is valued, encouraged end respected for his '/ her_
unlqueness and facnrtated to reach hrs / her futl potentlal ina posrtrve supportlve and Chrrstran'_'-
atmosphere B D R B REeID I T Gl -

and Skllls guldellnes The, school is staffed in accordance w;th the scheduie lald out each school year'
by . the Department of Educatron & Skl!ls The school lS funded by annual grant ald from theﬁ
Department of Educatlon and Skllls L B -

Doon Convent N s, follows the currrculum prescrlbed by the Department of Educatron and Skl!ls :
wh|ch may be amended from t;me to t|me in accordance wrth Section 9 & 30 of the Education Act,”
1998. All pupris enrolled in the school are expected to partlcrpate in ali aspects of the. currrcuium
Wthh rncludes the followmg subjects Engllsh Gaerlge Mathematlcs ‘History, Geography, Scrence
Vrsual Arts, Musrc, Drama SPHE (Socaal Personal and Health Educatron) and Physrcal Education RaE

The school provrdes Relrgrous Educatlon for Catholic puplls m accordance wrth the doctrines'

be exempted from the relagrous ed ucatlon programme at the request of the|r parents (see sectlon_.
17 of thrs policy) SRR . _ 2




3. Admission Statement

Doon Convent N.S. will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the school on any of the
following:

(a} the gender ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(b} the civil status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(c) the family status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(d) the sexual orientation ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

e) the religion ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

f) the disability ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

g) the ground of race of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

h) the Traveller community ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student

concerned, or

(i) the ground that the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned has special

educational needs

—r—

As per section 61 (3} of the Education Act 1998, ‘gender ground’, ‘civil status ground’, ‘family status
ground’, ‘sexual orientation ground’, ‘religion ground’, ‘disabifity ground’, ’ discriminate’, ‘ground of
race’ and ‘Traveller community ground’ shall be construed in accordance with section 3 of the Equal
Status Act 2000.

.Doon Convent N S w:li cooperate wrth the Na'uonal Councrl for Speaal Educat:on ;n the
performance by the Councrl of - its functrons under the Educatlon for Persons W|th Specrai
Educatrona] Needs Act 2004 relatlng to the provrsron of educatron to chlidren wrth specral
educatlonal needs mcludlng in partlcular by the provrsuon and operatron ofa specral class or. classes
when requested to do 50 by the Councﬂ ' - - :

Doon Convent N S wril comply wrth any d:rectron served on the patron or the board as the case
may be under sectlon 37A and any dlrectlon served on the board under sectron 67(48) of the

'Srngle Gender Schools RO TR R i
Doon Convent N.5.is an all- grrls school wuth boys up 10 1St C1ass and does not drscnmrnate where 1t
refuses to admrt a boy/glri appiymg for admrssron to thrs school ey R




4,  Admission of Students
This school shall admit each student seeking admission except where —
a) the school is oversubscribed (please see section 5 below for further details)
b) a parent of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with section 23{4) of the
Education (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in writing that the code of behaviour of the

school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all reasonable efforts to
ensure compliance with such code by the student

Doon Convent N. S provndes educatlon echusrve!y for g:rls from Infants to 6th Class and to boys from
Infants up to- 1% Class ‘and may refuse to admrt as a student a person who |s not of the gender
provrded for by thrs schooi L PSR o L :

5.  Oversubscription

In the event that the schoo! is oversubscribed, the school will, when deciding on applications for
admission, apply the following selection criteria in the order listed below to those applications that
are received within the timeline for receipt of applications as set out in the school’s annual admission
notice: '

Category L T R SR S : R
Siblings and stepsﬂo!rngs of chrldren aiready enrolled m the school (the eldest chlidren wrll have pnorrty m
thrs rankmg) TR : R : : _

Categoryz e AN . . R
Children resident i |n the catchment area (see appendlx 1) and / or Chlldren of current staff members {the
eEdest chlldren w:!l have prlorlty) S e SR

Category 3 o : : SRR RS R : : Sy
Children of famlhes who are not resrdent in the catchment area (the eldest chrldren wall have pnorrty) i
Late applacants (the e!dest chlldren wrll have pnorlty) :

ln the event that there are two or more students tred for a place or piaces m any of the seiectron crrtena f &5
categones above (the number of appllcants exceeds the number of remammg places) the foltowmg
arrangements wrll apply : o .

In the event of two or more students berng taed for a piace the oldest student w1ll be grven pr:orlty If two'
appircants have the same. date of blrth then a Iottery w:E] apply w:th an mdependent party present




6.

What will not be considered or taken into account

In accordance with section 62(7)(e) of the Education Act, the school will not consider or take into
account any of the following in deciding on applications for admission or when placing a student on a
waiting list for admission to the school:

(a) a student’s prior attendance at a pre-school or pre-school service, including naionrai,

(b)

()

(e)

(f)

(g)

other than in relation to a student’s prior attendance at—
(1) an early intervention class, or
(I1) an early start pre-school, specified in a list published by the Minister from time to time;

the payment of fees or contributions (howsoever described) to the school;
(other than in relation to a fee charging school or a plc or further education and training
course run by a school in respect of those courses)

a student’s academic ability, skills or aptitude;

(other than in relation to:

- admission to (a) a special school or (b) a special class insofar as it is necessary in order
to ascertain whether or not the student has the category of special educational needs
concerned and/or

- admission to an Irish language school, in accordance with the provisions of section 62(9)
of the act

the occupation, financial status, academic ability, skills or aptitude of a student’s parents;

a requirement that a student, or his or her parents, attend an interview, open day or other
meeting as a condition of admission;

(other than in the case of admission to the residential element of a boarding school or to a
plc or further education and training course run by a school)

A student’s connection to the school by virtue of a member of his or her family attending
or having previously attended the school (other than Category 1, applicants with siblings
currently enrolled)

the date and time on which an application for admission was received by the school,
This is subject to the application being received at any time during the period specified for

receiving applications set out in the annual admission notice of the school for the school
year concerned.

7.

Decisions on applications

All decisions on applications for admission to Doon Convent N.S. will be based on the following:

Our school’s admission policy

The school’s annual admission notice (where applicable)

The information provided by the applicant in the school’s official application form received during
the period specified in our annual admission notice for receiving applications

(Please see section 13 below in relation to applications received outside of the admissions period
and section 14 below in relation to applications for places in years other than the intake group.)

b



Selection criteria that are not included in our school admission policy will not be used to make a
decision on an application for a place in our school.

8.  Notifying applicants of decisions

Applicants will be informed in writing as to the decision of the school, within the timeline outlined in
the annual admissions notice.

If a student is not offered a place in our school, the reasons why they were not offered a place will be
communicated in writing to the applicant, including, where applicable, details of the student’s ranking
against the selection criteria and details of the student’s place on the waiting list for the school year
concerned.

Applicants will be informed of the right to seek a review/right of appeal of the school’s decision (see
section 17 below for further details).

9. Acceptance of an offer of a place by an applicant
In accepting an offer of admission from Doon Convent N.S., you must indicate—

(i) whether or not you have accepted an offer of admission for another school or schools. If you have
accepted such an offer, you must also provide details of the offer or offers concerned and

(i) whether or not you have applied for and awaiting confirmation of an offer of admission from
another school or schools, and if so, you must provide details of the other school or schools concerned.

10. Circumstances in which offers may not be made or may be withdrawn

An offer of admission may not be made or may be withdrawn by Doon Convent N.S. where—

(i)  itis established that information contained in the application is false or misleading.

(i)  an applicant fails to confirm acceptance of an offer of admission on or before the date set
out in the annual admission notice of the school.

(iii) the parent of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with section 23(4) of
the Education (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in writing that the code of behaviour of
the school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all reasonable efforts to
ensure compliance with such code by the student; or

(iv) an applicant has failed to comply with the requirements of ‘acceptance of an offer’ as set
out in section 9 above.

11. Sharing of Data with other schools

Applicants should be aware that section 66(6) of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 allows
for the sharing of certain information between schools in order to facilitate the efficient admission of

6



students. Section 66(6) allows a board to provide a patron or another board of management with a
list of the students in relation to whom—

(i) an application for admission to the school has been received,
(i) an offer of admission to the school has been made, or
(iii) an offer of admission to the school has been accepted.

The list may include any or all of the following:
(i) the date on which an application for admission was received by the school;
{ii) the date on which an offer of admission was made by the school;
(iii) the date on which an offer of admission was accepted by an applicant;
(iv) a student’s personal details including his or her name, address, date of birth and personal
public service number {within the meaning of section 262 of the Social Welfare Consolidation
Act 2005).

12. Woaiting list in the event of oversubscription

In the event of there being more applications to the school year concerned than places available, a
waiting list of students whose applications for admission to Doon Convent N.S. were unsuccessful
due to the school being oversubscribed will be compiled and will remain valid for the school year in
which admission is being sought.

Placement on the waiting list of Doon Convent N.S. is in the order of priority assigned to the students’
applications after the school has applied the selection criteria in accordance with this admission policy.

Offers of any subsequent places that become available for and during the school year in relation to
which admission is being sought will be made to those students on the waiting list, in accordance with
the order of priority in relation to which the students have been placed on the list.

13. Late Applications

All applications for admission received after the closing date as outlined in the annual admission notice
will be considered and decided upon in accordance with our school’s admissions policy, the Education
Admissions to School Act 2018 and any regulations made under that Act.

Late applicants will be notified of the decision in respect of their application no later than three weeks
after the date on which the school received the application. Late applicants will be offered a place if
there is place available. In the event that there is no place available, the name of the applicant will be
added to the waiting list as set out in Section 12.

14. Procedures for admission of students to other years and during the school year



The procedures of the school in relation to the admission of students who : are not already . _
admrtted to the school to classes or years other than the school s :ntake group are as foIIoWS R

From trme to trme a new famlly may move mto the catchment area and wrsh to transfer therr o
ch:ld(ren) fo Doon Convent N.S. In this situation, parents W|sh|ng to enrol their. chlid(ren) in the .
school must apply to the Board of ‘Management on the Application for Enrolment Form Places

will be glven to such children dependlng on whether there isan available space class srze

avarlable resources and where appropnate approvai of the Department of Education-and Skl”S
Where ptaces are limited and more applications than Pplaces. are recelved places W1El be fllied
accordrng to the prevrously c1ted Order of Prlortty in sectlon 6 -

The Board of Management wm pubhsh the rnaxnnum number of puplis at each class level for that
year : o . : . R A : . R

(See_ belowAppendan) '_

'Praor to makmg a determlnatlon on the enrolment of a Ch]ld |nto any class from Semor Infants to
Slxth class Doon Convent N S erI ask parents 7/ guard;ans to ﬁli in regrstratron forms and
request . S . : A .

: . utility b1El (e!ectr|c1ty, gas, waste coliectron)
e original birth certificate - S AR T
The procedures of the school in relatlon to the admrssron of students who are not aiready
_admrtted to the school, after the commencement of the school year |n which admrssron is
sought are the same as for students who apply at the commencement ofthe year —see above

15. Declaration in relation to the non-charging of fees
This rule applies to all schools.

The board of Doon Convent N.S. or any persons acting on its behalf will not charge fees for or seek
payment or contributions {(howsoever described) as a condition of-

(a) an application for admission of a student to the school, or
(b) the admission or continued enrolment of a student in the school.

16. Arrangements regarding students not attending religious instruction



The following are the school’s arrangements for students, where the parents of the student, who.
has requested that the student attend the school without attendlng religious mstructton in the_
schoo! These arrangements W|!I not result ina reductlon in the school day of such students

A wntten request should be made to the Prmcupal of the school A meetmg W|Ii then be_-
arranged wrth the parent( ) to dlscuss how the request may be accommodated by the-_'.
school : S o - g RS s :

17. Reviews/appeals

Review of decisions by the hoard of Management

The parent of the student, or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 18 years, the student,
may request the board to review a decision to refuse admission. Such requests must be made in
accordance with Section 29C of the Education Act 1998.

The timeline within which such a review must be requested and the other requirements applicable to
such reviews are set out in the procedures determined by the Minister under section 298 of the
Education Act 1998 which are published on the website of the Department of Education.

The board will conduct such reviews in accordance with the requirements of the procedures
determined under Section 29B and with section 29C of the Education Act 1998.

Note:

Where an applicant has been refused admission due to the school being oversubscribed, the applicant
must request a review of that decision by the board of management prior to making an appeal under
section 29 of the Education Act 1998.

Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the school being
oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision by the board of management
prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act 1998.

Right of appeal

Under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, the parent of the student, or in the case of a student who
has reached the age of 18 years, the student, may appeal a decision of this school to refuse admission.

An appeal may be made under Section 29 (1)(c){i) of the Education Act 1998 where the refusal to
admit was due to the school being oversubscribed.

An appeal may be made under Section 29 (1){c}){ii} of the Education Act 1998 where the refusal to
admit was due a reason other than the school being oversubscribed.

Where an applicant has been refused admission due to the school being oversubscribed, the applicant
must request a review of that decision by the board of management prior to making an appeal under
section 29 of the Education Act 1998. {see Review of decisions by the Board of Management)

Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the school being
oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision by the board of management




prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act 1998. (see Review of decisions by the
Board of Management)

Appeals under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 will be considered and determined by an
independent appeals committee appointed by the Minister for Education.

The timeline within which such an appeal must be made and the other requirements applicable to
such appeals are set out in the procedures determined by the Minister under section 29B of the
Education Act 1998 which are published on the website of the Department of Education and Skills.

The policy was ratified by the Board of Management of Doon Convent NS on iS5
Signed: K,U&L,l, fi,, L_ ?%&{4; L/Ji Chairperson, Board of Management

The contents of this policy have been approved by St. Senan’s Education Office, acting on behalf of
the Patron.

Official
Stamp
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Appendix 1
Catchment Area

Doon Parish

Appendix 2.

In respect of the 2022/2023 schoal year, the maximum number of children for each class level are as follows:

Junior Infants
Senior Infants
1* Class
2M Class
34 Class
4" Class
5™ Class
6™ Class

26
26
26
17
17
17
17
17
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